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Milais bérnin, sveicam tevi $aja pasaule! Tu mums esi gaidits, ar tevi saistam
lielas ceribas, vélam tev miiza laimi un Laimas svétibu! Ar $adam vai lidzigam
domam un vardiem gandriz ikviena mate un tevs sagaida savu atvasi — delinu
vai meitinu, dvinius vai triniSus, pirmdzimto vai kartgjo. Latvju sievam izsenis
gadibu dzemdibas un jaundzimuSo apriipeSana izradija (un, cerams, izradis
joprojam) dieviete Laima, bet arT cituviet pasaules kultiiras $eit nekad nav triicis
visaugstakas aizbildniecibas. Pieméram, senajiem griekiem par to Tpasi rip&ju-
sies dieviete Ilifija, un vinu vél papildus atbalstija dievietes Héro un Artemida.
Savukart senajiem romiesiem $o misiju pildija dieviete Jinona.

Vecaku prieku par jaundzimuso dala tuvinieki gimenes loka, radi un draugi,
arT [1dzgaitnieki darbos. Dazas tautas prieks par gaidamo dzivibu tiek izradits
jau kadu laiku pirms bérna piedzimsanas. Eiropiesi $aja joma gan ir piesardzi-
gaki, bet mums ir ne mazak jauka un jau tautas dainas apdziedata tradicija —
aptuveni ménesi p&c bérnina naksanas pasaul€ iet raudzibas, doties iepazities ar
Jjaundzimuso.

Man Zzilite vésti nesa,
Jauni radi balinos;

Es biis' iet apraudzit,
Vaj bralisi, vaj masinas.

Lidz ar laimes vEIgjumiem médzam nest arT davanu, savu gaismas piepildito
domu taustamu, materialu apstiprindjumu. Sendiends tas nereti bijis maizes
klaips, bet tad arT kas paliekosaks, kada manta, kas zidainim vai vina vecakiem
jau tada] biis noderiga, — apgerbs, ratini, rotallietas, vértigu padomu gramata...
Vai ar tas, kas velak jau pieaugusam cilvekbérnam atgadinas tuvinieku prieku
par vina nakSanu liclaja lauzu pulka — sava gimeng, tauta, valsti. Daudziem
majas pieminas un darglietu 1adités glabajas raudzibas giitas sudraba karotites,
laimes pakavini, zelta krustini un sirsninas, arf monétas. Jau nostiprinajusies
tradicija Stpulsvétkos davinat kadu sudraba vai zelta monétu, lidzas laimes
velgjumiem liekot labklajigas dzives starta kapitala simbolisku pamatu.

"Stipula monéta" ir Latvijas Bankas gadata raudzibu davana, kuras motivacija
saknojas vElme stiprinat gimenes saites, jo bérni ir valsts un tautas eksistencials
jautajums. Gan davinataja, gan davanas sanemeéja acis priecés mongtas reversa
Zimgjums ar pelites un piralades atainojumu, kas sabalsojas ar tautasdziesmas
vardiem:

Atvelc(i), pelite, bérnam(i) miedzinu
Caur kléti, caur namu, caur istabinu,
lelieci bérnam Siipula gala.

Teliec tur arT "Siipula mongtu"! | |

Nominalvertiba — 1 lats, svars — 22.00 g, diametrs — 35.00 mm,
¢ — proof, mongtas josta — ar uzrakstu.
Mongtas dizainu izstradajusi Anita Paegle,

psa modeli veidoj Strupulis.
Mongta kalta UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lietuva).

Face value: 1 lats; weight: 22.00 g; diameter: 35.00 mm;
; quality:

The coin has been designed by Anita Paegle,
modelled by Janis Strupulis,
and struck by UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lithuania).

"Sweet little baby, welcome to this world! You were expected, we have great
hopes for you, we wish you all the happiness in the world!" These and similar
ones are the thoughts and words with which parents usually greet their newly
arrived offspring. The Latvian expecting mothers and newborn babies were
protected and cared for by the pagan goddess Laima, whereas elsewhere in the
world it was a task performed by other deities and spirits: for ancient Greeks, it
was the goddess Eileithyia supported by Hera and Artemis; for the Romans, it
was Juno.

The parents' joy over the new birth is shared by the close and more distant rela-
tives and friends as well as colleagues. In some countries, the excitement over
the expected newcomer is expressed even before the birth. Thus, for instance,
in the United States, there is the baby shower thrown for the expectant mother
by her girlfriends. Europeans tend to be more cautious, but in Latvia there is the
tradition, celebrated in many folk-songs, of visiting the newborn about a month
after his or her arrival.

Along with wishes of happiness and good health we tend to bring the newborn
some present as a material, tangible evidence of our good will. In the old days,
it often was a loaf of homemade bread as well as something more lasting that
could be used right away: a piece of clothing, a baby carriage, a toy or a book
of good advice. Often the present is something valuable reminding the recipient
later in life that his or her arrival in this world was met with great joy. Many a
jewellery box contains a silver spoon or horseshoe shaped brooch, a golden
cross or heart on a chain. A popular present is a silver or gold coin serving as a
symbolic starting capital for a materially secure life.

The Baby Coin issued by the Bank of Latvia is just such a present. The concept
behind it is the wish to secure family ties, for children represent an existential
issue for any country and nation. Both the giver and the taker of

present, the Baby Coin, will enjoy <

the little mouse on the reverse ~ . \JR
of the coin pulling a chest full of : 5 D
sweet dreams. Join in and put also G
the Baby Coin in the chest!






